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PERSIAN TREASURER GENERAL
Ono of tho most romarknblo

in history is hnpponlng In tho
caso ot tho American, William
Morgan Shuster, who, ns

tho Persian oroplro, has
boon bostlug tho keonest diplomats ot
Europe for tho past: sir months. This

man is only thirty-fou- r years
old bo started life ns a ste-
nographer.

This youngster, who ono of tho
biggest contracts in tho world on his
hands, was born Washington, (J.,
In 1877. Ills parents thoro still.
After Ills graduation from Columbia,
Bhustor obtained a position an a mo-
nographer In tho war department at
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1 COLLEGE PRESIDENT RETIRES
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A GREAT ENGLISH PREACHER
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Prosldont Ocorgo Harris, tho Tenor-nbl- o

head of tho University ot Am-
herst,, believes that ho has reached
tho ago when ho should retire In favor
of a younger generation and accord-
ingly bo has sent In his resignation
to tho Board of Trustees.

Professor Harris has been president
ot tho university elnco 1899 and dur-In-g

his administration tho Institution
has progressed and 'prospered.

It was entirely through tho efforts
of President Harris: that tho first fund
lor increasing the salaries ot the
junior professors of tho faculty was
raised. It was also through his ef-
forts that the last fund of J40O.O0O
was realized, the object of which was
to increase tho Incomes of tho senior
members of the teaching stair.

Professor Harris is sixty-elfc- year
old and Is among the foremost edu-
cationalists la the country. His re-
tirement, which he wishes to take
place before corntnenceaaeKt, Is deep-who-

he has labored for many years.

oratory probably will be a surprise to
cold fnrmnllnm nf ieniioh- - - - MtiQiiuit fja c
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Faskloaable society Is net the only phase of lire which Father Vaughan
hns dealt with la his Lon&Ht sermons. He is as hard on tho etna ot the eastwet of the aietroioeUs ati ha In k aha fellies and fatiln flrt nf tt.ia wnaf Atari nnti
wmrBTwr hb ai)tiKs a sajusts ail stseearaes iq nis audiences.
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Happy New Year
$f Many Nations

EW YBAIl'S day has for
for generations been the
occasion of rovoto. it has
come down to us from tho
old Gorman custom of di-

viding tho year at tho closo
of thoso months when it wns no longer
posslblo to beep cattle out doors.

Tills was mudo qulto a fcto nnd In
tho sixth century was morgefl Into
tho feast of St. Martin, Novotnbor 11,
on which day tho opening ot tho Now
Year was colcbratcd.

Whllo In Germany Martinmas and
tho Now Year wore Identical, with
the introduction ot tho Roman cnlcn-da- r

tho celebration waa gradually
transferred to tho first of January, and
with it went many ot th Jolly Martin-
mas customs.

Traeoo of these old Now Year ob-
servances and supcrsltlons can still bo
traced In tho way tho Benson Is kopt
In dlfferont lands.

Our decorations of greons, for
nro a relic of tho old Roman

superstition of presenting branches of
trees for good luck in tho coming
yenr.

Tho giving of presents has also come
to us from tho Romans. They outdid
ovon tho generous Americans, for thoy
used to ask for gifts, it not reccivod,
until ono of tho empcrora forbado his
subjects domnndlng gifts savo on tho
Now Year.

One of tho favorlto Now Ycnr's gifts
nftor pins woro invented in England, in
tho sixteenth century, woro tbo rough
handmado pieces of metal that took
tho placo of bono nnd wood nkowers
Later pin money was substituted.

A gift that must trover bo omitted
was an orange stuck with cloves to
gruco tho wassail bowl, Apptos, nuts
and fat fowl wore popular offerings ot
tho sonson,

loves nnd glove monoy Is a very
old Now Yonr custom which is still
kept up in tho Increasing use ot gloves
as holiday gifts.

Even moro curious are the old Now
Year customs. Many of these aro still
obsorved by people who
cling to tho old traditions.

Tho Englishman will
formally open tho outor door of his
houso on Now Year's ovo Just ut tho
approach of midnight. This Is to let
out tho old year nnd UBher In tho new.

The Scotch mako much of Now Year.
It is generally ushered In with a "hot
pint," browed at homo and drunk by
tho family standing around tho bowl
just as midnight strikes.

After boarty greotlngs to the New
Year, the "hot pint," with bread,
cheese and cakes, la taken to the
houses of the neighbors. Tho first to
enter another's homo on ho first of
January bestows good luck on the fam-
ily for the year.

In many of the Scottish regiments
even yet the ushering ia of New Year
is most picturesque. At five minutes'
before twelve the soldiers, headed by
the oldest man In the regiment dressed
as Father Time, march out of bar-
racks headed by tbo band playing
"Auld Lang Syuo."

Just at the stroke ot twolve tboro
comes a knock at tho gato.

"Who goes thero7" calls tho sentry.
"Tho Now Year," 1b tho nnswor.
"Advnnco, Now Year," Is called back.
Tho gates aro thrown open and tho

smallest drummer lad in tho regiment,
dressed in Highland costumo, 1b car-
ried in on tho 3houldors ot tho men,
and marched around tho barracks to
the pipers' tunes. The rest of tho
night is spent in carousing.

The wind blew there and
Uio Wind blow horo.

And brought from Some-whu- re

the small Now
Year

It tapped for him at each
door and pane

And never once was a
knock tri vain I

All good folks waited the
coming; cnua,

Their doors thoy oponod and on him
smiled.

Inside he stepped, with a happy face,
And softly slipped In the ,01d Year's

place.
Bald he: "I bring you a Dox ot Days,
Tlod round wtlh tissue of rainbow rays;
I etvo It Joyfully, for I know,
Though all days may not with gladness

glow,
Koch gift holds some precious bit ot

cheer
To win your thanks," satd the sweet

Child Yenr!

Good Neil) Year's Resolves

The Now Year is a good time to
"leave the Mow-vaulte- d past," to drop
tho yesterdays, to forget bitter mem-
ories.

Rosolve that when you cross the line
between the old and the uew year you
will closo the door on everything in
the past that pains and cannot help
you. Free yourself from everything
which handicaps you, keeps you back
and make you unhappy, Throw away

3iMfc flfe flfefe & aft i& i&iH Ate jtejjfc ?

God, in whom
ETERNAL of all out

years, remember m in Thy
mercy also in thW new year of
our Lord. Reveal Thy glory
in the expedience of tot joyi ad
orrows. Forestall its tea-r-i wMt

the abiding comfort of Thy
presence. Mako im tkonf
rightly to measure alt our game
and to endwe wkh patience
every lou Thy love aNows.
Show im Thy meaning m ihe
gift and oppothMHtks of each
new day. Assure us of Thy
help in labor, Thy delight n
out joy., Qatcken our minds
lo clear vision and our hearts to
cheerful content. Provide for
our bodies such vigor as shall
be needful for ouf aKotted work.
Wc leave to Thee the mystery
of the year's events, assured that
Thou wilt guide out way. With-
hold from us all gifts which'
would prevent Thy purpose for
our growth in wisdom and in
service. Only deny us not Thy-
self Thv Spirit to instruct our
hearts, Thy work to share, Thy
peace lo still our rcstlessness.Thy
presence to resolve our doubts.
In the sifting of temptation grant
that our fakh fail not, and when
our years arc ended bring us to
Thyself, through Jetus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Jl Happy New Year

JuBt at the turn ot midnight,
Whon tho children are fast asleep,

The tired Old Year slips out by himself,
Glad of a chance to bo laid on the shelf,

And the Now Year takes a poop.

(Best Gtflofttme
The passing ot years is like, the

coming ot dawn slow, silent, inevit-
able. The most eager cannot hasten
tho quiet, Irresistible movement, and
tho roost reluctant cannot forbid. Somo
Gifts tho yearn bring which we would
fain decline) ago, sorrow, disappoin-
tment Some treasures they tako which
wo would keep forovor youth, beauty,
innocence. Rut thoro aro moro prec-
ious treasures which time cannot
Bupply nnd tho years cannot remove
friendship, pationco, faith and love.
Herbert L. Wlllett,

all usoless baggage, drop everything
that la a drag, that hinders your prog-
ress,

Enter the door ot the new year with
a clear slate and a tree mind. Don't be
mortgaged to tho past, and never look
back. Orison Swe.tt Marden in Suc-
cess Magazine.

Origin of New Year Gifts
Like the customs ot Christmas,

which, in,, their origin, are a curious
mixture of poetry and symbolism and
of superstition, those that belong to
the observanco of New Year's day are
also relics ot ideas that dato from
early heathen ages. The French de-rlv- o

their torm for Now Year pres-
ents from tho Latin word, Strenla,
the name of a goddess whom tho Ro-

mans vonoratod as tho patroness ot
gifts, Thcro was a grove In Rome
dedicated to this goddess, where It was
customary to got fresh twigs, to give
as presents to frlonds and relatives on
Now Year's day. During tho sway of
the emperors, Roman subjects made
Now Ycur's gifts to tholr sovereign.
Augustus received such quantities of
theso that he had gold and Bllver
statues mado of them. Tiberius did
away with tho usag3, becauso ho con-
sidered It too troubloBomo to express
thanks for tho gifts, Caligula, on the
contrary, reintroduced the custom, and
oven mado un for his predecessor's re-
fusal to receive presonts by requir-
ing those that had been offered to him
to be given to himself as arrearages.
The custom of making New Year's
girts, notwithstanding attempts to sup-
press it, was continued after Europe
had become Christian. For a time pres-
ent making was transferred to Vaster,
but later It was again associates with
the first day ot January.

Strawberries one of most
popular of the small fruits

Few Other Occupations Afford Larger Opportunities or GlVa
Suck Quick Returns nnd Ranks Among Our Greatest

atul Most Promising of Products Soma
Very Excellent Hints.

A Profitable

(By W. M. BURKE.)
Government statistics tells Us that

next to tho applo, tho strawberry is
tho most universally grown fruit In
this country, and that tho amount ot
annual revonuo rocelvcd from tho
Btrawborry crop la second only to that
rocolved from tho apple crop.

Viewed, thorcfaro, from tho stand-
point of.ploasuro and profit, tbo
strawberry may bo ranked among our
greatest and most promising of pro-
ducts,

First, lot us consider- - the soil. Tho
strawberry, although toot requiring au
extremely rich soil, still is a heavy
foeder, nnd responds very quickly to
generous treatment in that regard.

Any soil that will grow good corn,
potatoes, or a general lino of vege-
tables, also will grow a good crop of
strawberries. However, a light dress-
ing of bnrnyard-fortllize- r, scattered
over tho plot during tho wlntor or
early spring, will aid greatly in pro-
ducing tho deslrod results.

Plowing or spading should bo dono
to tho depth of six or eight inches,
depending upon tho nature of the soil;
and then It should bo thoroughly har-
rowed until it Is as fine as an nsh-hea- p,

when It will bo ready for the
reception of tho plants.

If tho soil bo composed largely of
Hand, or what Is known as a sandy
loam, It will bo well to roll the plot,
or drag a plank over It, boforo sotting
tho plants. This "will firm tho soil,
and put It In Just tho propor condition
for tho-plant-

s. If tho soil inclines to
clay, or la a clay-loa- thon this will
bo unnecessary, as tho soil Is by na-
ture compact.

Tho next consideration Is tho qual-
ity of plants. During tho lust fittecn
years, no other fcaturo of agrlculturo
has been moro strongly omphnslzed
by tho Bcientlflo and practical tlllors
of tho soil, than tho importanco of
good seed and good plants.

If ono has room say for 100 plants,
ho should select twenty-llv- o plants
each of an oxtra-earl- y variety, twenty-flv- o

of tho d early variety,
twonty-flv- o of tho mid-seaso- n plants,
and twonty-flv- o of tho very Into.

Whoro tho plot Is somowhat larger,
and is to bo cultivated with tho hoo
rather than with a horse-cultivato- r,

the slngle-hcdg- o system may bo
adopted it desired, and rows may bo
made 80 Inches apart, and tho plants
Bet 20 Inches apart In tho rows. Un-
der this syatem the grower will por-m- it

the maturing of two runner plants
from the mother, or original plant
sot; and theso plants will be layered
in-lin- with tho mother-plan- t In the
row.

This will give tho grower three
plants for fruiting in tho Benson fol-
lowing Instead of one plant, and as
there will be ample room for sunshine
and air, thore probably will bo an
actual incroaso In tho Quantity of fruit
as compared with tho hill syntom, al-

though it must be said that tho hill
system Is the one which will yield tbo
greatest number ot largo berries.

ta setting plants, thero is nothing
so convenient in the way of a tool aB

Strawberry Patch.

tho dlbblo. This is a largo stool blado
with a handle, and whllo tho plants
aro being sot Is held in tho grower's

'right hand. The dlbblo should bo
forced to the depth of Bix inches, when,
pressed outward,, so ns to mako an
opening largo enough to tako in tbo
roots of tbo plants.

Tho roots Bhould bo placed In this
opening boforo the dlbblo is wlth
drawn. After tho roots aro placed In
tho opening and tho dlbblo withdrawn,
thrust It Into tho soil about two Inches
from tho oponing. Draw it toward
you, thus pressing tho earth firmly
against tho roots of tho plant. When
this is dono, firm tho soil with tho
fingers about tho crown of tho plant,
leaving tho top of tho crown just oven
with, or slightly abovo tho surface ot
tho soil.

In this connoctlon, wo Bhould Bay
that all plants should bo pruned bo-
foro setting. Tho rulo to observe is
to trim tho roots by at least one-thir-

This may bo dono by taking a largo
pair of shears and cutting off tho low-
er ond of tho mass of roots. Then
when you placo theso roots In tho soil,
spread thorn out Uko a fan.

Tho plnnts should be cultivated
overy ten days during tho season, and
a good rulo to obsorvo is that after
ovory rain, Just as Boon as tho soil will
crumblo in tho hand, tho plants should
be cultivated. By so doing, the sur-
face of tho boII is covered with fins-particl-

of earth which, in common
parlance, ia a dust-mulc-

Tho dust-mulc- h destroys capillary
action, and Instead of tho molsturo In
tho soil evaporating Into tho air, It
can escape from tho aoll only through
tho plants thomsolvos.

Sot .out your plnnts In April or May
of 1012 and pinch off ovory blossom
that appears during tho ontlro grow-in- g

season of 1912, but In tho .spring
of 1913 overy blossom should bo al-

lowed to develop into n largo and lus
clous borry.

After tho plants havo boon cultl
vatcd tho first season, and when tho
first henvy frcczo has como, tho plants
should bo mulched with straw of any
kind. Mulching between tho rowa
Bhould bo at a dopth of from two to
four lnohos, depending upon tho clim-
ate, and tho mulching over tho plants
Bhould bo very light, indeed, except
In tho moro rigorous climates.

Tho strawberry ia seldom killed by
freezing. It Is tho nltcrnato freezing
and thawing, that causes tho soil to
heave, that Is dangerous to tho straw-
berry.

But mulching Borves many other
and important purposes it holps to
retain molsturo In tho coll; it adds to
the rlchnoss ot tho soil, and it kcopd
down tho weeds whllo the crop of
fruit Is coming on, thus rendering it
unnecessary for any cultivation to go
forward during this Important porlod.
But to tho lover of fine, clean fruit,
free from all grit and sand, tho most
important thing about this mulching
is that it gives the fruit a cloan carper,
to ripen upon, and thus tho fruit goes
to the table cloan, and frco from
everything objectionable.

PROPER STORAGE FOR POTATOES

fWhen potatoes are to be stored and protected against aero tempera-
tures a pit may be dug as shown in the illustration. There Aust be a sum.
clent covering of straw, earth and manure, which wljlibe, banked up high-e- r

as the weatherbecomes colder, .Ventilation is nesafy ifor . the first
month or two, v' -


